The Australian Musical Journey

July 26th, 2004

First Day

We arrived at the airport in the afternoon and we boarded our plane at around 7:30 p.m.  We had our dinner & breakfast in the plane and time passed ever so slowly and we were sooooo exhausted after we arrived in Melbourne.

July 27th, 2004

Second Day

We’re staying in a hotel called Hotel Crest on Barkly.  So, we got to unpack our luggage.  Then we all went to the Queen Victoria Market and we all got free time to have lunch and do some shopping.  There’re lots of things to see and buy, but we didn’t have enough time to see all the stuff there.  Next, we went to the Royal Botanic Garden and we saw many kinds of plants along the road and the scene was really beautiful.  After the walk, we went back to the hotel to do the washing-up and we all went down to the hotel’s restaurant, which served pasta and ice-cream for dinner.  After dinner, we went to the hotel’s function room and we had a rehearsal (COC & YO) together.  At last, our rehearsal ended and we were allowed to go back to our hotel rooms and rest.

July 28th, 2004

Third Day

After breakfast, we rode the coach to visit the Ballarat & Sovereign Hill Gold Mine.  It was a really neat place, with some sort of underground tunnels and everything and I thought they purposely made the place like the olden times, with the horse-pulled carriages everywhere and shops which were really old.  We even saw a little movie in the underground tunnel, which was played on a mountain of rocks; about the history of the gold mine.  Afterwards, we went to some kind of river where you can search for gold AND what was AMAZING was that the guide found some gold dust the minute he started to search in the river, which he scooped up, put it in a bottle and gave it to Mrs. Shek.  Suddenly, it started raining heavily, so we rushed into a nearby souvenir shop and bought some stuff.  Later on, we all went to MacDonald’s for lunch.  After a full lunch, we returned to our hotel and because there only will be snacks for that night’s dinner, Mrs. Shek gave us something to eat at tea- time (chips & juice).  Afterwards, we changed into our winter uniforms and we set off to the Collingwood Secondary College, where our performance was going to be held.  But first, we had a rehearsal in the school with the Australian Children Choir and finally, it was time to perform.  It’s real scary to be standing on the stage at first, but once you’ve got used to it, you’ll find that it’s fine.  After the performance, we chatted and exchanged gifts with the Australian Children Choir.  They were really friendly and nice & we liked them ever so much.  But time flew past so quickly and we had to leave.  On the way back to the hotel, Mrs. Shek bought us pizzas for dinner.  Afterwards, we went back to our rooms and rested.

July 29th, 2004

Fourth Day

We all woke up early in the morning coz’ we were in a hurry to catch the plane to Canberra.  After we arrived there, we checked-in our hotel first and then we met our coach and the guide and we started our sight- seeing.  First, we went to the National Dinosaur Museum.  Then we had lunch and next we went to the National Science and Technology Museum, where you can see lots of interesting things.  Next we went to eat a buffet styled dinner.  And then, it was performance time.  This time, we were going to perform in the Midwinter Choral Festival arranged by the Canberra Youth Music so it’s really special.  We changed into our Chinese costumes and waited for our turn to perform.


After a while………..

When we finished performing, we listened to the people of Australia to perform. And I MUST say, they were Great!!!

The concert ended like an hour later and we returned to the hotel.

July 30th, 2004

Fifth Day

Today was a really special day.  It went out like this:

First, we went to the Telstra Tower (which was a really tall tower and the sight was beautiful), followed by the Royal Australian Mint, where you can watch and make a new one dollar-coin.  And NEXT was a surprise!  A drum roll please…….tad dada!  We went to the National Zoo & Aquarium.  But it was a shame because we didn’t have enough time to go to the aquarium but at least we got to go to the zoo; it was real fun.  After lunch, we went to the Chinese Embassy, where we (COC) performed for the Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China in Australia.  Then, we have to go to the Ainslie Arts Centre Hall, where we performed with the CYM Maruki Strings and the CYM Cantabile.  When the performance ended, we went to the New Shanghai Chinese Restaurant for dinner.  After a tiring day of going to and fro, we at last got to go back to the hotel.

July 31st, 2004
Sixth Day

This morning, we’re in a hurry again.  *Sigh*!  Guess why?  Coz’ we’re going to catch the plane going to Sydney.  And which was when our plane got delayed.  So we have to wait and wait, but the problem was that we were to perform in Darling Harbor and we were supposed to rush check-in our hotel after the plane ride and then change into our winter uniform & hurry back to Darling Harbor again.  But because of our plane, we had to change our clothes in the airport.  At last, when we arrived at Sydney, we didn’t have time to go the hotel to check-in first.  Instead, we had to rush to Darling Harbor, leaving our entire luggage in our coach.  We were quickly ushered onto the stage when we arrived there and we had a rehearsal.  The worst thing of all was that the harbor was very windy, and most of us didn’t bring along our jackets, so when lunch time came and we had to stand behind the stage, eating MacDonald’s!  We were shivering with cold and some of us didn’t even had the appetite to eat anything.  After the performance, we had some free time to do some shopping again, and to walk around.  Then, we went to the Lucky restaurant and ate dinner.  Actually, we’re supposed to see the Lion King show after dinner, but the fact was the tickets were already sold out, so Mrs. Shek gave us time to go to each other’s rooms to play for a while.
August 1st, 2004

Seventh Day

After breakfast in the hotel, we met our coach and guide and we went on a ship to start sight-seeing.  We saw the Harbor Bridge and passed by Luna Park.  Then we got off the ship and we went to the Opera House to take pictures.  It was a really beautiful place.  Then, it was time to go to perform with the Little Swallow Children’s Choir.  Before we went to the place where we were going to perform, we stopped by MacDonald’s again and ate lunch.  But because we’re in a hurry, we used up only about 3 minutes to finish up the coke, the fries & the burger.  And at last, we performed with the Little Swallow Children’s Choir.  We saw some newspaper reporters there filming us, too.  After the last performance in Australia, we went to the abalone and nougat shops to buy some stuff.  When it was dinnertime, we went to a restaurant called ‘Mamma’s Kitchen’, where Italian food was served.  Well, we must, dinner was a fabulous delight.  First, they gave us this huge Italian bread with soup (Cream with Corn and Mushroom)/ (the Russian Borsch soup).  Then came the spaghetti and last was the chocolate mousse.  I’d say, we’ve never been so full before.  After this full but delicious dinner, we walked back to the hotel.

August 2nd, 2004

Last day (Eighth Day)

This is the last day of our tour and of course, nobody had wanted it to end.  But in the morning, we were given time to do whatever we liked so some of us went shopping, some of us stayed at the hotel…….,it could be also called a busy morning.  At last, it was time to say ‘goodbye’ to Australia.  The coach drove us to the airport.  The week before, Mrs. Shek told us that there would be prizes given to the person(s) who did a great job or was being the most helpful one…….AND the one with the most votes would have the bottle of gold dust from the day when we were in the Ballarat& Sovereign Hill Gold Mine!!!  All of us were really excited and we all hoped to win this special prize.  So some of us became suddenly real helpful or things liked that and it was real funny to watch them go like that in the last minute.  On the way to the airport, Mrs. Shek asked us to suggest the names of nominees and asked Wendy to jot them down.


Half an hour later………

We arrived at the airport and after we all got our passports and stuff like that checked and we were all getting ready to board our plane.  Then all of us joined in the nomination and Mrs. Shek gave prizes (candies or chocolates) to the ones who won.  It was a real excitement for the ones who won, actually.  At last, the excitement died down and we boarded our plane.  But our plane got delayed (again!) because of the weather and our plane’s got a problem to deal with.  So when we arrived at Hong Kong, it was almost 12 o’ clock when we were supposed to arrive at 10 o’clock!!!  And anyway, our legs were stiff after the flight.  Finally, it was time to say ‘goodbye’ to everyone.  Someone even cried because she thought that it was a really fun journey and she’d certainly miss it.  Well, a lot of us thought that it was the best Musical Journey out of the three where we went before.  Of course, even though our time schedules were really tight, all of us would CERTAINLY  MISS  it!!!

～END of the Australian Musical Journey～
Dorothy CHIN

Sept 2004
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